This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1-18. (canceled) 

19. (currently amended) A negative electrode, comprising: 

a) a lithium material; and 

b) a film coating said lithium material, said film formed by treating said 
lithium material with an oxidizing agent comprising a compound selected 
from the group consisting of an interhalogen. an oxvchloride and 
combinations thereof prior to incorporation of said electrode into a battery 
cell. 

20. (currently amended) The negative electrode of claim 19, wherein the oxidizing 
agent is at lea s t one of sulfur dioxide, nitrous oxid e , carbon dioxide, a halog e n, an interhalogen T 
an oxychloride, a sulfur monochlorid e , a vinyl carbonate and halogenatod carbonat e s . 

2 1 . (currently amended) The negative electrode of claim 19, wherein the oxidizing 
agent is an oxvchloride 20, wherein the halog e n is sel e ct e d from the group consisting of Cla ^-Br^ 
and h 

22. (currently amended) The negative electrode of claim 21 claim 20 , wherein the 
oxychloride is selected from the group consisting of SO2CI2 and SOCI2. 
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23. (currently amended) The negative electrode of claim 20, wherein the interhalogen 
is selected from the group consisting of iodine monochloride (IC1), iodine trichloride (ICI3) and 
iodine monobromide (h Br?) IsB*^. 

24. (original) The electrode of claim 19, wherein said lithium material is comprised of 
at least one of lithium metal, a lithium alloy, and a lithium insertion compound. 

25-47. (canceled) 
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